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 WASHINGTON, DC - US Representative Ron Paul voted for each of the term limitation
measures brought before the House of Representatives on Wednesday. While the measures
failed, Paul said the real reforms needed to accomplish the same task must still be pursued. 

 Serving in Congress from 1976 to 1984, Paul was the first person in modern history to
introduce a term limits measure. 

 "Term limits would have been good start, but the real problems which bring about the popularity
of term limits can still be addressed," said Paul. "To restrict and reduce the power of
incumbency, we should address the sweeping powers which the federal government
possesses. It's the power that congressmen yield that makes them so untouchable in the
electoral process. Until we return to a constitutional size of government, limiting the special
favors congressmen can give to friends and big-money interests, the system will continue to be
unfairly weighted to politicians and bureaucrats. Only when we limit the size of the federal
government, when we end the programs which allow for federal handouts, will we see our
Congress returned to the citizen-legislature intended by the Founders of this nation." 

 Paul has refused to participate in the congressional pension plan, and has long favored
abolishing it. He said that when politicians realize they do not have taxpayer-funded benefits for
life, their time in public office will be quickly reduced. 
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 "By abolishing extravagant perks like the lucrative congressional pension plan, we will remove
the incentives for people to make a career out of elected office." 
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